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astern. For some time the East Indiaman was
exposed to the fire of ten nine-pounders, to which
it could only reply with two stern-chasers. Captain
Jobson, finding his rigging much cut up, and
seeing that the loss of a mast would probably
entail the loss of his ship, determined to entice
them to close quarters, in the good breeze that
was springing up. The plan was explained to the
crew, who were in good heart, and encouraged by
a promise of two months' pay. Every gun was
manned, while the fire of the two stern-chasers
was allowed to slacken, as if ammunition was
running short. The bait took; the grabs drew up
on the Ockham's quarter, with their crews cheering
and sounding trumpets. At a cable's distance the
OcJcham suddenly tacked; and as she gathered
way on her new course, she was in the midst
of the grabs, firing into them round shot
and grape, together with volleys of small arms.
This unexpected manoeuvre made the Angrians
draw off, and the OcJcham resumed her course. At
daybreak, only four grabs were in chase, the fifth
having evidently suffered severe injuries. A stiff
breeze had sprung up, and the crew were eager
for another bout, so the Ockham tacked again, and